212                        Modelling
When the two shells have thus been thoroughly washed, all traces of clay removed, soaped and oiled, place them in water for about twenty minutes, or if there be no receptacle big enough, use a gardener's syringe to wet them thoroughly inside and outside. If this precaution be not taken, there will be small holes in the cast, caused by the dryncss of the mould tending to absorb the moisture of the cast and leaving air bubbles in place. Many plaster workers neglect this, the result being that when working on the cast, the surface oi which may appear perfectly smooth, in scraping the surface lightly a quantity of air-holes arc met with, causing great annoyance. It is evident that it is quite out of the question putting very large pieces of a sculptural mould in water, and when using the syringe, the mould must be given as much water as it will absorb. A few air bubbles in a large work have never the importance that they have in a bust, or still more in works of small proportion, such as a medal.
Remove the pieces of the mould from the water, allowing them to drip thoroughly for a few minutes by standing until the surfaces are quite dry; then put the pieces together and bind them strongly with a cord, making them fit closely one to the other. So that this cord shall be taut around the mould, press a few wedge-shaped pieces of wood between the cord and .the plaster, or employ any means which will ensure the two shells being intimately joined.